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Giving Glory to God
Rob Willett

Welcome Back, Readers.

Once again it has been quite some time since our last meeting. A special welcome to all new
readers. It is good to become acquainted with you and to share our thoughts with you again, or
for the very first time. What a privilege it is, and has been, to work on this publication, and to

attempt to give God glory through it. This is we 0
done so many good things through this publication and its first four issues that | wanted to
dedicate this issue fully to giving the glory back to Him, recognizing that it is He who provided
the soil for this newsletter, He who has inspired us to plant our seeds in it, and He who has Rob Willett editsThe
allowed our seeds togrowT h e | n k | iif naghm@els§ & dedicated to that purpose, and I nkl i ngishisfrede e d
we all hope that He is receiving all the glory for each of its issues. time he attends mass
and adoration at the

We have such a good God. He created us. He made us. He made our world and everything Catholic Newman Center,
around us. He created all things good, He looked around at everything that He made, and He writes, plays, and prays.
said that it was very good.
Do you not know that we are created for Heaven?
It is up to us then, whether we live together with God or without Him. What then shall we be?
Shall we be Godds holy and i mmacul ate sons or
we are simply to reach Heaven, or to reach Hell; to be known by Him, or rejected by Him, this
life will precisely determine how we are to get there. The great thing of it is that it is dotird
job to get to Heaven. God desires us to be there. That is, our energies will not get us any closer
to Heaven if we use them out of our own devices. On the contrary, if we rely solely upon
ourselves, we will find ourselves heading completely in the opposite direction we had ever
intended to go. We will find that we have become rather hellish creatures, devoid of God and
insistent upon our own selves, with our gratification, our energies, our pleasures, our work, and
our glory. This shall not suffice.
The way to Heaven is cooperation. | say cooperation when in fact at first it appears as if the Meagan Scheid
path we are to follow is one of slavery. We must avail ourselves completely to God. We must
literally become His slaves, allowing Him to have complete reigns over our lives. This is the ol read in a perio
quickest way to Heaven. There is no other way then to entrust ourselves completely to Him, and day that the fundamental thing
allow Him to lead us there. He is the way to Heaven. But it is cooperation in that we cannot is how we think of God. By God
allow ourselves to do nothing. We are not asked to be passive creatures who lament life and let Himself, it is not! How God
the world topple over us, or let it pass us by without anything of our own choosing. We are set thinks of us is not only more
the terrible task of knowing our Maker, andespondingto Him. We are required to seek Him out ?mponam‘ but infinitely more

. . . - important. Indeed, how we
and to find how He has revealed Himself to us. We are to grow to know Him, God willing. None think of Himis of no impor-
of it is our own doing, but in doing what He has created in us to do. It is not in our own being, tance except in so far as it is
but in being who He has created us to be. related to how He thinks of

us. 6

And so the question we must ask ourselves i s CS. lews st |
rather, 6What is God doing, and how may I be « pu v o, v ? Wh

(Continued on page3)
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(Continued from page2)

What has God created me for? What has God cr d
He has divined His great story, and asked of us all to be heroes in His grand tale. He has asked
us not to create our own new story, to live our own life, but to carry out our role in His, and to
live and share His life. In this we will reach Heaven. We see then, the way is not in finding glory
for ourselves, but in giving Glory to God.

How can we who are so small give anything to Something that is so big, so beautiful, and so
wonder ful? To what could we possibly give Hi

.~ hav
othe satisfaction
pleased those whom | rightly

loved and rightly feared was

pure. And that is enough to

raise our thoughts to what may

It seems like quite the task.
Letds start smalll

First, let us realize the most simple and basic thing. God is Love. From Love God created happen when the redeemed
everything; not because He had to, but because He chose to. It is a mercy and a love which we soul, beyond all hope and
can never fully pay back, there is no amount of justice nor reward we can give Him, because it nearly beyond belief, learns at
is a gift we do not deserve. This is not something to despair over, however, but to rejoice at, last that she has pleased Him
because it means that He is so wonderful and He loves us so much that He allows us to share whom she was created to

please. There will be no room
for vanity then. She will be free
from the miserable illusion

that it is her doing. With no

the gift of His creation. All creation naturally gives Him praise. All creation naturally gives Him
glory. Simply by being, we are giving Him glory. Simply by living we are giving Him glory, because
it is to His praise. All the creatures and things He has made do His will and give Him glory simply

by being what He has designed them to be. First and foremost, we are to be His creatures. taint of what we should now
call self-approval she will most
But let us not confuse this with doing and being whatever we please. This does not give glory to innocently rejoice in the thing
God, but only to ourselves. When we learn to be, we must learn to be His. We must learn to that God has made her to be,
center our lives around Him, not around ourselves with Him as a minor role. He must be our and the moment which heals

her old inferiority complex for
ever will alsom(ijirow
C.S. Lewis y

focus. He is to be our director and our firm compass. There is no life and no world without Him.
Not hing can exist without His hand6s gui danc:¢
heavy sigh at nightfall.

And we are to remember that we shipefClBistd\@are chi @dren. We share i

Godd6s sons and daughters. We should thank Hi si mply because
Him because we are His. In this we give Him great glory. Let us turn our thanks to Him, for He
has made us, and given us this great gift of life. And let us not stop there. We must also fall dThe heavens

deeply in love with Him. We must turn our eyes over all His creation and taste and see just how

good our God is. He is mighty and wonderful. All His works are done with great majesty. We are telling the

should turn our eyes and gaze at His wonders in awe. We should see just how much all creation Glory of God,

ives Him praise, and turn in praise as well. Loving Him gives Him great glory, for in this we .
9 P . P . 9 9 grea’ gloty ang All Cree}tlon .
return His great gift of | ove. When God spealfs o wn 0O us in
youd, it gives Him such joy when we return HJsiSshouwtiagfamd say o

ey | O
But even this is not in itself enough. Where being His creation and returning His love is our first

calling, it cannot be our last, or else we would be like the other creatures and things He has
(Continued on paget)
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(Continued from page3)

created. Our soul purpose would be to be. We would live and die and be no more. But where we
differ from them is that He has made us in His image. He has created us for Heaven. He has
given us souls and made us spiritual beings to be like Himself. And as such, our physical selves
are insufficient. He has created us not only for the earth, but also for Himself. He has promised
all eternity to share with Him, and to share in His eternal life. He has created us like Himself, in
that we also are creatures of love, we also are creatures who create, and build, and think, and
act. He has put into us the divine sense of Godliness, not to be God ourselves, but to know
where we come from, and to where we return when we leave the earth He has set us upon.
Once this short life is over, we are to join Him in Heaven, and thus we must set about the
process of making ourselves ready to join Him in His eternal dwelling.

And all of that starts now. We must learn to glorify Him in all things now. In His divine life, in His
divine love we must be purified and made ready. Our selfish wants and needs cannot dwell. We
must learn to live for Him and to love Him above all things. He is our sole reason for being, our
reason for living, and the source of our eternal life. We must next give Him that honor that is
allowing Him to be our everything.

Do we have any good thing?
It is from the Lord.
Is anything ours that He has not given?
No, all good comes from Him.
0Gl ory to Go
He has allowed us to partake of Himself and to share in His bounty, the bounty that He has ;
sewn, He has reaped, and He has distributed. the ngheSt’ and
peace to His
And not only these good gifts, but all gifts, most importantly the gift of Himself. For even as we
were sinners, He sent His sinless lamb, His Son, to suffer and die for us. When our sacrifices
were insufficient due to our finite selves attempting to make amends to an infinite God, He as
an infinite God made the sacrifice for us and died for us to pay our infinite debt. What other
thing can we do to bring Him glory? Accept, receive, return, and share His love.

people on ea

We must be windows of Godds glory. Everything we do must refl
would see us, but that they would see Him. We are to fall deeply in love with Him, to learn His

ways, and to learn His will for us. We are to learn who He has made us, and how we can serve

Him best. We are to learn His plans for all people to know Him and love Him. And we must

follow in all His ways, for all of His ways are set up that we might prosper, and we prosper best

when we obey His ways. He has set wus at ©6a ta sy
for us. And yet even here we cannot stop. For while it is our purpose to know Him and love Him,
He has not put us on this earth alone. Just as we are known and loved by Him, so are we to
share that love, as it has been shared with us. Just as He has given us good things, so must we

(@]

(Continued on pageb)

We must seek to put Him at the
Center of our lives. So long as it
is He who is our center, every-
thing gives Him glory.
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You have never talked to a

(Continued from paget) mere mortal. Nations, cultures,
arts, civilizationfithese are

give good things to those around us. We are social creatures. He has made us to rely upon mortal, and their life is to ours

others, and to be relied upon by others. He has made us to share His glory with all of those SCIIEHENET (BTSN

) : immortals whom we joke
around us, that they might also know Him, that they might also receive His love, and they might with, work with, marry, snub,

and exploifiimmortal horrors

also glorify Him. When we set ourselves to our day, every task should be bringing ourselves and "
or everlasting splendours

others closer to the Lord. We must emulate Him, and reflect Him. His glory should shine out
from us through every action, every word, and every thought. C.S. Lewis
Finally, and most importantly, we must give Him glory in prayer. As we ever strive to center our
lives around Him, prayer must be the first way to glorify Him, and the last. We must thank Him

in prayer. We must praise Him in prayer. We must ask of Him in prayer. What gives the Father
more glory than of being asked for things? This allows Him to answer us, and to provide for us.
It allows us to admit that we do not, and should not, seek to provide everything ourselves, and
allows us to leave everything in His capable hands. Prayer shows that we value His will more
than our own. It shows that He is our Father. In prayer we learn more about Him, what He wants
for us, and how we can better love Him and serve Him. Through prayer we fall deeply in love
with Him. Through prayer we catch the greatest of glimpses of the wonder that He is. Prayer us for Heaven. It
prepares us for Heaven. It is the work and liveliness of the infinite. We must pray to Him in all
things; in work and in play; in rest and in bugyess. We must pray to Him in times of peace and
in times of trial. In sorrow and in joy, we must learn always and at all times to pray to Him. liveliness of the

OPrayer prep

is the work and

infinite. o
In shorté Everything that we do can give glor to God. We musHt
our lives. So long as it is He who is our center, everything gives Him glory. When we finally learn
this, when we finally learn how to give up everything completely to Him and start to follow in His
ways, we give Him glory. We must set about now the task that is our immortal life, that is being
a part of His great story, and sharing in His infinite life. We shall start in prayer, and then in all
things, from living and speaking His truth, to simply being, to sharing His great love. In all
things we must learn to give Glory to God.

Seize the day, good readers. In this moment, in this day and everyday attempt to give God Glory.
May God Bless you, and allow you to go with Faith, Hope, and Love.

Agapé,
Rob Willett
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Glorious Surrender
Meagan Scheid

Meagan Scheid graduated
Summa Cum Laude from
ISU in May 2008. She is
currently substitute
teaching in a variety of
schools and age levels in
McLean, Tazewell, and
Woodford counties. Outside
of work, she is very active in
the ministry of Cornerstone
Christian Fellowship.
Whenever she gets a
chance to have 0:¢
time, she enjoys being
outside and active, reading,
having deep conversation,
laughing, and taking part in
any form of the arts (music,
dance, writing, drama,
studio art)! This is the
3*ORULRXV 6XUUHQGH U " secondissue ofThe
Il nkl i nghétshe Bas e d
contributed to.

Golden streams of sunlight dancing playfully on my &tbur glory

A soft breeze gently caressing my cheek as | gaze at the sky, captivated by the diamonds strewn @ the

velvety darknesstYour glory. dWh e n | awa k

_ _ _ _ refreshed and
When | awaken refreshed and strong in the mornivigur glory is manifested in my soul.

strong in the
When joyful laughter resounds upon my eaiou are glorified. morning f

Your Glory is

When my heart is drowned in its deepest sorrow, anger, confusion, or disappointment, You envelo@memanifested in
in Your arms, fulfill me with Your love, and assure me that Your glory is being revealed.
my soul o
(Continued on page7)



